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Tips for choosing a Store bought Toy
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Select toys without batteries:

*The more the toy does, the less the child does. Battery operated toys
limit creativity and imagination. We want the child to provide the power &
imagination.

Look for toys that encourage active play instead of passive

entertainment:
*Is the toy entertaining or does it have actual play value?

Choose simple toys that can be used in a variety of ways:
*These toys are more likely to grow with the child. (wooden blocks,
nesting cups)

Select toys that are safe and durable:
*We want toys that are constructed well and will hold up to lots of use.

Select toys that are interesting to your child, but expose him

to new toys as well:
*Don’t have only Thomas the train engine toys

Seek out toys that are made of natural materials:
*Children need a break from cold, hard plastic toys. Expose your child to
sandboxes, snow, mud, water, leaves, NATURE!

Choose toys that can be easily manipulated:
*We want children to be successful during play time, but challenge them
a little.

Look for toys that allow the child to learn naturally through

exploration and encourage problem solving:
*Avoid toys that force-feed a specific academic concept.

Select toys that spark the child’s imagination:

*Generic toys are best, NOT ones that have characters on them. These
limit their “script” or narrative during their play. The child can then create
their own story, NOT just how the movie went.

Choose toys that are interesting to the adult too, so

cross-generational play can be fostered:
*Adults are more passionate or playful with things they like to do.






